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CLC History: A participation in the paschal mystery 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                           
2008 Fatima 

 
2003 Nairobi 

 
1998 Itaici 

 
1994 Hong Kong 

 
1990 Guadalajara – Revised General Principles 

 
1986 Loyola 

 
1982 Providence – World Community 

 
1979 Rome  

 
1976 Manila 

 
1973 Augsburg 

 
1970 Santo Domingo 

 
1967 Rome New General Principles new name CLC 

Christian Life Communities 
 

1964 Bombay 
 

1959 Newark 
 

1954 Rome First Assembly of World Federation 
"Starting universal renewal" 

 
1953 Pius XII approves World Federation 

 
1948 Pius XII promulgates Bis Saeculari 

 
 
 
 
 

1924 
Secratariate in Rome 

founded by Fr Ledochowski SJ 
to restore MC 

 
 

1587 
First common rules given by Fr Aquaviva SJ 

1563 
First Marian Congregation begun by John Leunis SJ 

 in Roman College 
Lay groups are formed in the spirit of the new order 

1540 
Society of Jesus founded by Ignatius of Loyola 

 
 

Foundation and centre: Jesus Christ 

Third period: 
Renewal 
since 1948 

 
A world

community
inspired by Ignatius

and independent
of the

Society of Jesus

Second period: 
1773-1948 
80,000 groups 

Decline in spirit
after suppression

of the Society

First period 
1540-1773 
2,500 groups 

A lay movement
inspired by

Ignatius and
dependent

on the Society
of Jesus
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Themes of Recent World Assemblies 
 

Preliminaries: 
1948 Pius XII promulgates Bis Saeculari 
1953 Pius XII approves World Federation of Marian Congregations 
 

Year Place Theme Events 

1954 Rome First Assembly of World Federation  
of Marian Congregations 

Starting point of a world-
wide renewal 

1959 Newark  First step towards the 
General Principles 

1964 Bombay  Following opening of 
Second Vatican Council in 
1962 

1967 Rome  A new beginning, new 
General Principles, a new 
name World Federation of 
Christian Life Communities 

1970 Santo 
Domingo 

 Crisis and Challenge 

1973 Augsburg The call to be free, The liberation of 
all men and women 

 

1976 Manila The call to be poor, Poor with Christ 
for a Better Service 

A New Type of Assembly: 
Guided Retreats and 
Formation Courses 

1979 Rome Towards a World Community, at the 
Service of One World 

 

1982  Providence The Call to World Community  

1986 Loyola Mary, Model of our Mission. Do 
whatever He tells you 

 

1990 Guadalajara CLC at the Service of the Kingdom Revised General Principles 
and General Norms 
approved 

1994 Hong Kong CLC Community in Mission  

1998 Itaici Deepening our Identity as an 
Apostolic Body: Clarifying our 
Common Mission 

 

2003 Nairobi Sent by Christ, Members of One 
Body 

 

2008  Fatima Journeying as an Apostolic Body:  
Our Response to this Grace from 
God 

 

 


