CLC In South Australia
A personal history
of almost 30 years

A” that ] have and call my own
You have given it all to me.
1o you Lord, ] return it.






g 5‘ Wzom |
mwh’d Z mzzt n a way

whith suit ” me

Qb ouk q us o+ qut used fo (he /fe
mposwe. b /caé a?e/w Sy n@ 4/ aﬁ
scropline - based % w{ ozaémy

dogl  Jesudk.




g sp nlo thy w/z/éprm

invied to meet with those
other [ (s W bhecome 3%4/60’}

- ' -
;gad i oun lue v e p:pft we have known

¥ : sharig — havng the words
r 7 ,/t - - g be/@j/zeara/

4

. General  Prinaples — (10 rponse
t0 the need o (j’/J/cu/afe bounda i

struct;
IMALON




o sty wly e wpknown — i, constomt
‘i! o cmm'/zs/w/; 7’

RS > /O /Aé '
5/)/'rlfua/
Exercises o
_ Saint %mz‘zm




9'5(&70 il e wnknewn. I ptond
f/}'sf Gaf/re/‘/izy a Mefbourne Ed
J become aware of the fzsu/f/i;g
release  of energy | U < when #
é//bff ’ éi/ made To meet /;t lf/tsfﬁ Sfor
articipation i qroup activifres.
pariepaten T g o O ten thrauh

CLC process frue_accord 15 reac
on the Mjssion Stafemernt

.......




The Background of the Australian CLC Mission Statement

There have been local and international dimensions of our reflection on mission. In our
Australian Mission Discernment, the outcome of small group and regional reflection was
that five priorities for mission were identified:

Developing spirituality of CLC Members

Spiritual formation of Laity for mission

Promoting gospel values, building the Kingdom

Working with or being a voice for the poor and marginalised
e Nurturing the community life of CLC groups

These five priorities framed our contribution to the Thirteenth General Assembly of the
Christian Life Community at Itaici in Brazil in July. From the Assembly's prayer and
reflection emerged three areas of Our Common Mission for World CLC:

“Firstly, we want to bring the freeing power of Christ to our social reality;
Secondly, we want to find Christ in all our varied cultures and to let His
grace illuminate all that needs transformation;

Thirdly, we want to live Christ so as to bring him to every aspect of our
daily life in the world.”

The Assembly further identified “a set of necessary means for this mission:

¢ “The spiritual source which nourishes and empowers us for mission: The
Spiritual Exercises which help us grow in Christian life”;

e “Our own formation for mission, so that our community may ever
become a more effective instrument for service.”

Finally, the Assembly specified five areas of special concemn;
Responding to the needs of the poor and the marginalised;
Promoting authentic relationships within families, in the workplace, in public life, and in
the Church;
Listening to young people and offering them an inculturated faith initiation;
Preserving the uniqueness of the local culture;
Renewing the sense of dignity of work and the worker.

Local groups and National ExCo have considered the resonances between these two
dimensions of our exploration of mission and, as a result, a proposal was offered for
consideration by the National Gathering in January 1999. The more than one hundred
members at the Gathering had been considering the proposal before they arrived, and
when we came together, it was reflected upon in groups and plenary sessions. The
Gathering made amendments to the statement and voted overwhelmingly to accept it.

THE COMMON MISSION OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
COMMUNITY IN AUSTRALIA

We are a community in the Ignatian spiritual tradition. In the Spiritual Exercises
we come to a profound trust in the love of God, who calls us in spite or our
weakness and sends us on mission. With the Trinity we look upon our world and
find ourselves drawn to be part of God's own response to the world in Jesus
Christ. <29 -

After a process of discernment, both locally and in communion with the
Thirteenth World Assembly, we have striven in our National Gathering to express
the mission we sense is given us by the Father in union with his Son:

In discerning and reviewing our apostolic life at personal and communal levels,
members of the Christian Life Community in Australia will give special
consideration to the following areas of concern.

Grounded in our relationship with Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves to:

« standing with the poor and the marginalised through a faith that does
Jjustice;

« promoting authentic relationships with one another, within families, in
the workplace, in public life and in the Church;

« listening to young people, respecting their experience, and finding
ways to accompany them on their faith journey;

« developing and offering programmes of formation to lay people;
s honouring the uniqueness of the varied cultures of our country;
e living in God's creation in a way that respects and protects it.

In order to be more effective in our service in these areas we wish to collaborate
with others.

We will develop the means for mission identified by the World Assembly: the
Spiritual Exercises and formation for mission. In doing this we will, however, be
conscious of the Assembly's caution that: "action should not wait on full
formation." From the very beginning we "learn to be contemplatives in
action...to foster a model of experience — reflection — action in our formation
program.”

We will develop what we believe to be one of our most valuable contributions:
the process of discernment and those listening and dialogue skills that we learn
in our community. We will draw on them in resolving conflicts and taking good
decisions at all levels of life.
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Amen.
St ]gnatius of Logola, | 5&‘ Centurg
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