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Dear CLC Members 

As I write one month of 2021 has already gone and Lent approaches. Your 

Executive Committee recently had a successful meeting to evaluate how CLC is 

doing in realizing its Vision and Values. One outcome of this was a decision to 

produce shorter bi-monthly Newsletters. Another was to update and better 

maintain our website.  If you have news, views or photos you would like to see 

added to the website please send them in. 

Asia-Pacific Meeting 

The CLC Asia-Pacific Animating team organised an excellent Zoom meeting on 

7 February to consider how the various countries are implementing Communal 

Discernment. This was in response to a document called Project 179 which the 

World Executive Committee [WELEXCO] put out as a follow-up to the World 

Assembly in Buenos Aires where the participants were led through a process of 

Communal Discernment over several days.  

Maureen McKillop, Gaby Grimaldo and Gary Finlay from New Zealand took 

part in the Zoom meeting along with CLCers from Australia, Indonesia, 

Singapore, Hong Kong, Macau, the Philippines, Korea and Japan. Fr. Jose de 

Pablo SJ, the World Vice-Ecclesial Assistant also participated. 

 

 



CLC Wellington Barbeque on 31 January 2021 

The first social event of the year was a BBQ held at Maureen and 

Trish McKillop’s place, attended by over 20 CLC members and 

family members.  The weather was lovely, the BBQ food delicious, 

and the tuis and kaka put on a wonderful show in the trees for us. 

 

 

 

 



The First Spiritual Exercises – An Ignatian Retreat. 

The First Spiritual Exercises (FSE) is the name of a book by the Australian 

Jesuit Michael Hansen. It adapts the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola 

so that they can be readily used as a retreat in daily life.  

Wellington CLC has been offering these retreats successfully in recent years. 

The 2020 retreat had to be cancelled because of the pandemic.  Planning is now 

well under way for the 2021 FSE retreat to be held over five Sunday afternoons 

beginning on 16 May. 

More details will be available soon.  

For Reflection 

Here is a link to an interesting article on a new document on the elderly from 

the Pontifical Academy for Life: 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2021-02/document-pontifical-

academy-for-life-elderly.html 

Christian Life Community migrants 

Gary Finlay and Sarah Dench were delighted to meet up recently with CLC 

Australia member, Gaby Grimaldo and husband Jose and their two young sons, 

who were on a road trip to Wellington and then back to their home in 

Warkworth in Northland.  Gaby has been in CLC since university days in 

Mexico City, and shared with us some of the events and actions which brought 

her to CLC and keep her involved with her community in Sydney, which she 

meets by Zoom.  The family came to New Zealand for Jose’s work, and intend 

to settle here permanently.  She took part in the CLC Asia Pacific Reflection 

day from her tent(!) as part of the New Zealand team, and we hope that there 

will be lots of opportunities for her to be part of the CLC community in New 

Zealand.  

 


