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Dear CLC Members 

All the blessings of the Easter Season.  As we move into Autumn and daylight 

saving ends we become conscious of change in our lives.  Soon the Covid 19 

vaccine will be available for older members and with a Travel Bubble opening 

with Australia the possibility of some control over the pandemic arises.  As we 

ponder what the future holds, Pope Francis invites us to consider if we want to 

go back to things as they were or whether we could envisage a better world for 

all. If we can what might we do bring it about?  

 

MISSION 

 

At the AGM last October our members accepted the proposed Tutu Rural 

Training Centre Mission Project as an official mission project of Welexco, in 

partnership with Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand. Mr Phil Brass of Caritas gave 

the meeting a full presentation of the Tutu Rural Training Centre, located on the 

island of Taveuni, Fiji.  It aims to provide a place and a presence where rural 

Fijians are empowered to become more autonomous and to take charge of their 

lives in a rapidly changing world.  The Tutu Rural Training Centre run a variety 

of courses for both men and women to develop skills in farming, farm and small 

business management, crafts and health care in appropriate cultural and social 

settings for integral human development. 

 

 
 



This project is a response to the call for CLC to be active in the world, to reach 

out to others, “bearing witness to those human and gospel values within the 

Church and society which affect the dignity of the person, the welfare of the 

family and the integrity of creation.” (General Principle 4) Most CLC people 

find their mission in their ordinary everyday life – the reality of family, work, 

studies, civic life. This level is not about doing anything extra but about being 

contemplatively present in one’s daily life. 

 

 
 

In another way, members may respond to the call to mission in “apostolates”- 

ministries in the parish or voluntary organisations, working voluntarily without 

being paid. In both of these ways people discern their individual mission. 

 

 
 

At another level “We also exercise a communal apostolate . . . . whether through 

group action initiated or sustained by our Community, or through the 

involvement of our members in existing secular or religious organisations and 

events.” (General Principle 8 (b)).  The Tutu Rural Training Centre Mission 

Project is just such a communal apostolate initiated by Welexco after nearly a 

year of careful discernment. This form of mission is being offered to any 

member who wishes to become involved in international aid in our Pacific 

neighbourhood. Working in partnership with Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand 

means every dollar we raise for the Tutu Rural Training Centre commits the 



government to $3, and contributing members receive a tax rebate.   Wellington 

CLC is in the process of setting up a separate account for accepting donations 

for this project.  Once a year we will then forward the donations to Caritas with 

a list of the names of donors, who will then receive a receipt and an update on 

the progress of the project.  

 

LENTEN RETREAT 

A number of CLC people from around the North Island took advantage of the 

Lenten Retreat at the Bethlehem Retreat Centre over the weekend of 19-21 

March.  Bethlehem Retreat Centre at Cross Creek, Southern Wairarapa, is run 

by the Magnificat Community.  Rex and Teresa Begley, assisted by Fr Don 

Hornsby, led the retreatants in sessions that focussed on God’s unconditional 

love in a world troubled by violence, injustice and poverty.  A particular 

highlight for many was a reflection on Rembrandt’s famous “Return of the 

Prodigal Son” painting, which carried over several sessions.  The retreat was not 

specifically Ignatian but one session was devoted to the daily Awareness 

Examen. 

  
 

        Bernie Kernot and Rita Hargreaves    Rex Begley, Josephine Bailey, Joanne Morgan 

after completing the retreat 

 

Annual retreats are an important way of nurturing our spiritual lives, and 

encouraged by our General Principles (GP 12).  The preferred option for many 

CLC members is the First Spiritual Exercises retreat-in-daily-life that has been 

offered over many years.  Covid-19 caused its cancellation last year, but the 

next FSE retreat is due to begin on16 May 2021. See the notice “Inner Peace in 

Darkness and Light” below for details. 



 

           Ian and Josephine Bailey, retreatants from CLC Palmerston North 

 

FIRST SPIRITUAL EXERCISES RETREAT 2021 

You are invited to an Ignatian Retreat in Daily Life  

Inner Peace in Darkness and Light 

Christian Life Community invites you to a Retreat in Daily 

Life based on St Ignatius of Loyola’s Spiritual Exercises. 

The First Spiritual Exercises is a programme developed from 

the book by Australian Jesuit, Fr Michael Hansen SJ. 

Participants meet at the venue weekly, under the guidance of trained 

guides, to pray and share in small groups their experience of prayer. 

The First Spiritual Exercises retreat is open to all and 

will be held at St Patrick’s Church, 3 Childers Terrace, 

Kilbirnie, Wellington over four Sunday afternoons – 

May 16, 23, 30 and June 13 from 2pm to 4pm. 

Joining the retreat costs $50, with a further $25 

to purchase the book. Sponsorship is available if 

the cost would prevent you attending. 

To register or for further information contact Sarah Dench 04 389 1038  

or 021 0814 4424; sarahdench@yahoo.com 



 

For Reflection 

“..be reasonable about your expectations of time spent in prayer. Margaret Silf 

notes wisely “Be realistic about the time you can actually give to prayer and try 

to honour that time faithfully. The more of your self that you give to prayer, the 

more fruit it will bear in your life. A friend of mine expresses this as an 

invitation to give ‘more of me, rather than more time being given by less of 

me.” 

From  Learning to Pray – A Guide for Everyone  - James Martin S J 


