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Dear CLC MEMBERS 

We are now moving deeper into Winter and the days are closing in. Given this 

and the continuing presence of the pandemic there is potential for doom and 

gloom. However our Ignatian spirituality reminds us that God is in all things 

and that a primary Christian virtue is Hope. See the report on the Asia/Pacific 

meeting, on page 2. 

 

FIRST SPIRITUAL EXERCISES (FSE) RETREAT 
 
Recently a successful FSE retreat in daily life was organised by CLC Wellington.  
Over 20 participants met for two hours on four Sundays at St. Patrick’s church 
in Kilbirnie. The Retreat was one of four seasons of the FSE which are 
contained in a book by the Australian Jesuit, Michael Hansen. This season was 
entitled ‘Inner Peace in Darkness and Light. After an opening prayer and 
introduction the retreatants split into small groups to share on their 
experience of prayer and reflection during the week on the FSE material. 
Following a break for afternoon tea, each week a different leader introduced 
the theme for the next week and the relevant Scripture passages. 
 
The sessions averaged 25 people.  Most attending were CLC members but 
others came too. Some of these have, as a result, expressed interest in joining 
CLC. 

   
Retreat leaders at a planning meeting. 



 
Retreat guides Maureen and Travina lead the first reflection. 

 
 

 
The retreat ended with a joyful celebration, including marking the  

birthday of retreat guide and organiser, Michelle 
 
Asia/Pacific Region Zoom Meeting   
From May 2021 to July 2022 the worldwide Ignatian community is 
commemorating the 500th anniversary of St. Ignatius conversion at Loyola. On 
Saturday 15 May seven CLC members from Aotearoa New Zealand joined over 
100 CLCers from the Asia/Pacific Region for a virtual meeting to reflect more 



deeply on Ignatius’ life and to celebrate the start of the Ignatian Year.  After an 
introduction from the organisers and opening prayer the participants reflected 
on this question; while recovering from injury and confined to his home, 
Ignatius heard God’s call. As we live through the stoppage caused by the 
COVID19 pandemic, how is God calling me?  We then shared our reflections in 
small groups. It was humbling to hear of the difficult situations people in some 
countries have had to face.  Those who took part agreed that it was a very 
worthwhile and grace-filled gathering.  
 
The next Asia Pacific zoom meeting is to be held on 28 August 2021.  Contact 
us at christianlifecommunitywgtn@gmail.com,  or contact Sarah at 
sarahdench@yahoo.com if you would like to be part of it. 

 

 

The CLC Asia Pacific Animating Team 
Top row: L to R: Gregg (Indonesia) James (Australia) Daphne (Hong Kong)  
Bottom row: Cosmos (Taiwan) Agnes (Korea) Je Ching (Philippines) 

 

The NZ participants: Ruth, Gary, Bernie and Sarah 
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Tutu Mission Project 

The Tutu Mission project will shortly be underway with some special 

information mailings.  The hold up has been administrative/technical – with 

banks going cheque-free, CLC Wellington has been struggling with onerous and 

ever-changing bank requirements in order to have on-line banking and to set 

up a stand-alone account to receive donations for the project.  After numerous 

emails and visits to the bank, all should be sorted out in the next few weeks. 

For Reflection 

Prayer helps us love others, despite their mistakes and their sins. The person is 

always more important than his or her actions, and Jesus did not judge the 

world, but saved it. The life of people who always judge others, who are always 

condemning, judging, is a horrible one... It is a horrible, unhappy life. Jesus 

came to save us. Open your heart, forgive, give others the benefit of the doubt, 

understand, be close to others, be compassionate, be tender, like Jesus. We 

have to love each and every one, remembering in prayer that we are all sinners 

and at the same time loved individually by God. Loving the world in this way, 

loving it with tenderness, we will discover that each day and everything bears 

within it a fragment of God’s mystery. (Pope Francis - from General Audience 10 February 

2021, on prayer in daily life.) 

 

 


